
Timeline of  the Literary Prophets of  Israel 
750 BCE—450 BCE 

746 BCE 
Tiglath-Pileser IIII refomrs 
lead to expansion of the  
neo-Assyrian  Empire 
 
722 BCE 
Israel (Northern Kingdom) 
falls to Assyrian Empire 
 
701 BCE 
Judah (Southern Kingdom) 
defeated; Jerusalem spared 
 
 
 
612 BCE 
Nineveh (Assyrian Capitol) 
falls to alliance of Medes  
and Babylonians 
 

 
 
 

 
598/97 BCE 
Babylonian siege of  
Jerusalem; first  
deportation of exiles 
 
587 BCE 
Jerusalem falls;  
Temple destroyed;  
2nd deportation 
 
 

 
538 BCE 
Fall of Babylon 
Edict of Cyrus 
Initial Return  

Minor Prophets 

Amos (760 BCE) 

Hosea (750-724 BCE) 

Micah (730-700 BCE) 

 

 
 

Joel* 

Nahum (612 BCE) 

Zephaniah (630-620 BCE) 

Habakkuk (609-597 BCE) 

 
 

 

Obadiah* (?, post-587) 

 

 

Haggai (520 BCE) 

Zechariah (520-518 BCE) 

Malachi (?, 5th century) 

2nd Zechariah (c. 450 BCE) 

Jonah* 

Major Prophets 

First Isaiah  

(738-701 BCE) 

 

 

 

 

Jeremiah 

(627—583 BCE) 

 

 

Ezekiel 

(593—573 BCE) 

2nd Isaiah 

(550-538 BCE) 

 

3rd Isaiah 

(538-515 BCE) 

* The dating of Joel, Obadiah, and Jonah is impossible.  Anything from 8th to 5th century makes equal 
sense with the exception of Obadiah which historically happens after 587 considering its reference to the 
Edomite assistance of Babylon.  Joel is often placed late, and Jonah earlier.   For the sake of this study we 
have used Klaus Koch’s dating of Joel and Jonah, putting Joel within the backdrop of the fall of Assyria and 
placing Jonah last—representative of the demise of the literary prophets endeavor and the general mockery 
and disdain with which Judaism held prophets of the day after the 6th century BCE.  
 
+All dating here is reliant on a combination of the work of Klaus Koch, The Prophets, and the New Interpreter's Bible Commentary. 
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Prophets 
The prophets are a major influence in the life of the Jewish people and while preoccupied with past, present, 
and future they all possess a strong orientation towards the future where they seek a moral world order in 
line with divine intention. They speak—on God’s authority—to God, for God, about God, and as God to 
the Jewish people about an ordering of the world that is universal in scope (far beyond the reach of Israel 
and Judah).  They are speaking in a time when the nation of Israel exists as two kingdoms Israel in the 
north, and Judah in the south—Jerusalem is in Judah.   
 
The ministry of “prophet” arises out of different (overlapping but unique) terms in Hebrew for people with 
a gift for “intuitive divination”.  Therefore the term “prophet” is generic and potentially problematic.  The 
term changes over time, the most used word for prophet in the Hebrew scriptures is nabi.  Samuel (in the 
time of Saul and David) is a nabi—and respected as such, however the literary prophets hold the nabi of 
their era in contempt because they tend to be connected to the court or temple and their ministry as a whole 
is seen as corrupt.  By the end of the era of the literary prophets that contempt will be held for all who  
pretend to the mantle: “prophet”. 
 
Terms used for prophets in Hebrew scriptures include: is-ha-lohim (man of God), ro-eh (seer), qosem 
(fortune-teller / soothsayer), hozeh (seer), and nabi (prophet). 
 

Literary Prophets 
The literary prophets write from approximately 760/750 BCE to 500/450 BCE.  They are the prophets 
known to us because they wrote their prophetic messages down and they are now contained as individual 
books of the Hebrew Scriptures / Old Testament each bearing the name of their author.  
 

Minor Prophets 
Minor prophets are not lesser prophets than the Major Prophets.  In this case it is about literary transmis-
sion and wordiness.  The major prophets’ books are each contained on a single scroll of written parchment. 
The “Great Scroll of Isaiah” found in the Dead Sea Scrolls (and the oldest existent copy of Isaiah) is 17 total 
sheets of parchment bound together in a 24 foot long scroll that varies from 10 to 10.6 inches wide. In con-
trast to the Major Prophets’ longer writings (Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel) the minor prophets are found on 
a single scroll and each relatively short by comparison.  The canonical order of the Minor Prophets is: Ho-
sea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.  
 

Our Sermon Series  
We cannot do justice to these prophets in a single day, especially when we are combining their witness to fit 
into six weeks—these all warrant their own individual six-week series (well maybe not ALL of them).  How-
ever… attention spans and an entire book of books calls upon us so here is our six week plan to cover the 
progressive work of the Minor Prophets. 
 
Week 1 (rebuke)  Amos “Ambiguous Entrapment: Preaching Goes to Meddling”  
Week 2 (persistence) Hosea and Micah “Unrequited Love: Fidelity is an Act of the Absurd” 
Week 3 (vindication) Joel, Nahum, Zephaniah, and Obadiah  
   “Retributive Justice: What Goes Around Comes Around”  
Week 4 (doubt)  Habakkuk “Unclear Visions: More Questions than Answers” 
Week 5 (restoration) Haggai and Zechariah “History Repeats: Building a Home for God”  
Week 6 (futility)  Malachi and Jonah “Forlorn Resignation: Hope Slipping through Our Fingers” 


