
Welcome to FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
January 9, 2022—10:45 a.m. 

  
Prelude                    This Day That Is So Joyous                               J. S. Bach    
  
Welcome                This is the day the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
  

Introit               O Come Let Us Worship      Richard Shephard  

  

O come, let us worship and bow down, 
Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

For this is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture, 
and the sheep of God’s hand.                   

    
Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 29 and Luke 3) 

The voice of God resounds upon the water.  
The Spirit of the Lord hovers over the stream. 
The Son of God is named “Beloved.” 
And all who worship shout out “Glory!” 
Ascribe to the Lord majesty and strength. 
Let us worship God in holy splendor. 
  

*Hymn 156          Sing of God Made Manifest                              SALZBURG 

  

Prayer of Confession (spoken together and silent)  
We are precious in your sight, yet we often forget that we are your beloved.  We 
confess that our love is fickle and inconstant.  We follow selfish goals and deny that 
our way of life harms others and hurts your world.  We are sorry and we want to 
change.  Create in us a clean heart, strengthen our resolve, reconcile us one to  
another, and bless us with your peace.  O Lord, have mercy on us...     [Silent prayer, 
followed by:]  Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your 
grace and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen. 

  
Assurance of God’s Grace 
 
Passing the Peace 
 
Anthem                           Creator of Beauty and Giver of Light          Mark Schweizer 

Jennifer Rhees, flute 
  

Creator of beauty and giver of light, 
Who set the stars shining in dark sacred night;   
We offer our music with hearts full of praise, 
With joyful thanksgiving for all of our days. 

  



In pastures of heaven, where green valleys sing, 
And high mountains echo, each prayer to our King: 

May this song, a gift forever be found,  
Now offered with grace, and eternity bound. 

  
The journey of each soul remains in your care, 

Your guidance and faithfulness, always you share; 
Your spirit, within us, each strength that you send, 

Returned to your glory, a world without end: 
  

- Beverly Easterling 
  
Prayer for Illumination 

Glorious God, when Jesus was baptized for your healing mission the heavens 
opened in a flash of glory as vision and voice blazed upon the waters. May your 
Spirit so burn in us that we hear your word translated into deed and follow Jesus in 
paths of justice, right relationship, and peace. Amen. 

  
Listen to the Word 

Luke 3:15–17, 21–22 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, 
“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy 
to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  21Now when all the people 
were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was 
opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
  
Genesis 32:22-32 
22The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, 
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and 
likewise everything that he had.  24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until 
daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the 
hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, 
“Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless 
me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, 
“You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with 
humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he 
said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the 
place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The 
sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 32Therefore to this day 
the Israelites do not eat the thigh muscle that is on the hip socket, because he struck Jacob 
on the hip socket at the thigh muscle. 



  
Reflection on the Word and Life:   “Wrestling with Discipleship” 
  
*Hymn 314                      Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness                      BE OUR LIGHT 
  
Ordination and Installation of Elders and Deacons 
  

Affirmation of Faith  (excerpt from The Brief Statement of Faith) 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life, who 
inspired the prophets and apostles, rules our faith and life in Christ through 
Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of  
baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of  salvation, and calls women 
and men to all ministries of the Church. 
  
In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in 
Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with 
others for justice, freedom, and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the 
Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord 
Jesus!” 

  
Offertory        Come Now, Savior of the Nations             J. S. Bach                       
 

You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at  
www.fpcboise.org/donate or by mailing cash or check to the church office.  

  

*Doxology            OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.  

  
Prayers of the Community & Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  
*Hymn 309       Come, Great God of All the Ages                ABBOT’S LEIGH 
  
*Charge and Benediction   
  
 
 



Choral Response                      Go Live As People of God   Richard Shephard 
  

Go live as people of God, in the name of Jesus,  
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, AMEN.  

  

Postlude                                 In You is Gladness                       J. S. Bach   
    
 
 

Leading Worship 
  Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla   Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
  Luann Fife, Pianist                  FPC Chancel Choir 

Dena Duncan, Liturgist 
 
  
 

Today’s Chancel flowers are given by the Deacons to the Glory of God. 
 
 
 

Music Note 
  

Today’s organ music comes from the Orgelbüchlein (Little Organ Book), which comprises a 
set of 46 Lutheran chorale preludes for organ by Johann Sebastian Bach.  All but three were 
written between 1708 and 1717.  The plan was for a collection of 164 settings of chorale tunes 
sung during the church year so that each part of the year was represented.  Alas, Bach did not 
complete this project, or at least we do not know if several possible manuscripts were lost.  
The Prelude is a Christmas chorale that says, “This is the day that is so joyous for all creatures, 
for God’s Son from heaven is miraculously born of a Virgin.  Mary, you were chosen to be 
mother.  What wondrous thing has happened? God’s Son from heaven has been born man.”  
The Offertory, an Advent chorale, says, “Come now, Savior of the nations, revealed as the 
Son of the Virgin.  All the world is amazed that God gave Him a birth such as that.”  Finally, 
the Postlude, a celebratory tune for Epiphany, says, “In You is gladness amid all suffering, 
sweet Jesus Christ! Through You, true Savior, we have heavenly gifts.  You help us from 
shame and save us from bondage; whoever trusts in You has built well and will stay forever.  
Alleluia!  Our souls belong to Your goodness.  We cleave to You in death and life.  Nothing 
can separate us.  Alleluia!” 
  

 
 


