
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
January 2, 2022—10:45 a.m. 

  
Bold-faced type are words the congregation speaks together.   

The * invites you to stand in body or spirit.  
  

Prelude                       Une June Pucelle                              arr. Robert Schmidt 
  
Welcome        This is the day the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
  
Call to Worship (adapted from the hymn “Arise, Your Light Is Come!”) 

Arise, your light has come! The Spirit’s call obey. 
We follow the light and gather in humble service. 
Show forth the glory of our God which shines on you today. 
Let us worship the Lord our God with thanks and praise.  

  
*Hymn 147                                   The First Nowell          THE FIRST NOWELL 
  
Prayer of Confession (spoken together and silent)  

Gathering God, you have given us signs in the sky above and made a way for us in the 
earth beneath.  In your covenant of love, you make space for us and ask us to make 
space for one another.  But we hesitate.  We are not sure we are worthy of this 
calling.  We are not certain we want to gather with all these people.  We would like to 
pick and choose. Sometimes we would even prefer to stay on the sideline and watch from 
the shadows.  Cleanse us by your light, and guide us to humble service with, and for, 
each other.  Have mercy on us, O God…       (silent prayer)   Forgive us, O God, and 
move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, Amen. 
  

Assurance of God’s Grace / Passing of the Peace 
  
Prayer for Illumination 

God, we call on you and your Spirit to illumine our minds and our hearts by the power of 
your word.  May these readings and our meditations lead us to follow in the way of the 
Word made flesh—Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
  

Listen to the Word 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 

  7For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the 
chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant 
of Israel.” 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from 
the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those 
in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. 9With weeping they shall come, and 
with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight 
path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my 



firstborn.  10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 11For 
the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12They 
shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness 
of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the 
herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 13Then 
shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I 
will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 14I 
will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says 
the LORD. 

  

Matthew 2:1-12 
  In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod secretly 
called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

  
Reflection on the Word and Life:  
  

“A Conflict Fit for Two Kings” 
  

*Hymn 151                                           We Three Kings                                KINGS OF ORIENT 
  
*Affirmation of Faith  (adapted from the Declaration of Barmen) 

 As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same 
way and with the same seriousness is he also God’s mighty claim upon our whole life.  
Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless fetters of this world for a 
free, grateful service to all God’s creation.  We reject the idea that there were areas of our 
life in which we would not belong to Jesus Christ, but to other lords—areas in which we 
would not need justification and sanctification through him. 

  
 



Offertory                                                    Infant Holy                                    arr. Robert Schmidt 
  

You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at  
www.fpcboise.org/donate or by mailing cash or check to the church office.  

  
*Doxology                              OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.  

  
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
  
 Invitation to the Table 
 
 Communion Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (traditional) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

  
 Words of Institution / Sharing the Bread and Cup 
  
 Prayer of Dedication 
  
*Hymn 134                                              Joy to the World                                    ANTIOCH 
  

*Charge and Benediction   
  

Postlude                               Veni Emmanuel                              arr. Samuel Metzger 
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