
Welcome to FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 January 23, 2022—10:45 a.m. 

  
Bold-faced type are words the congregation speaks together.  

  
Prelude                              “Méditation” from Thaïs                    Jules Massenet 
  
Welcome         This is the day the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
  

Introit                                 O Come Let Us Worship               Richard Shephard  
  

O come, let us worship and bow down, 
Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

For this is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture, 
and the sheep of God’s hand.                   

    
Call to Worship (adapted from Amos 5) 

Seek the Lord and live; seek the one who made Pleiades and Orion.  
Seek the Lord and live; seek the one who speaks the truth.  
Seek the Lord and live; seek the one who raises up the poor and oppressed.  
Let us worship the Lord whose justice shall roll down like waters. 
  

*Hymn 755                   Alleluia! Laud and Blessing               WEISSE FLAGGEN 
  
Prayer of Confession (spoken together and silent)  

Righteous God, you are the deliverer of those who wander and the rescuer of those who 
are oppressed.  And we celebrate these mighty deeds—until we take note that we are far 
too often on the wrong side of history.  We take up the role of the oppressor and the self-
interested antagonist without noticing that it is us you are calling to account.  Help us to 
see our lives more clearly and work with us to be agents of justice and love.  O Lord, 
have mercy on us...     [Silent prayer, followed by:]  Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, 
that we may boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen. 

  
Assurance of God’s Grace / Passing the Peace 
 
Anthem                        The Lord’s My Shepherd                                 Lloyd Larsen 

Sung to the tune BROTHER JAMES’ AIR 
Text may be found in Hymn 801 

  
Prayer for Illumination 

Prophetic God, with fear and trembling we gather before you and ask you to tell us what 
you see, to set your plumbline before us once again and help us to see by your eyes the 
way of the Lord in the world and in our daily lives.  Amen. 

  
 



Amos 5:20-27 
 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?  21I hate, I 
despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  22Even though you offer 
me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-
being of your fatted animals I will not look upon.  23Take away from me the noise of your songs; I 
will not listen to the melody of your harps.  24But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an ever flowing stream.  25Did you bring to me sacrifices and offerings the forty 
years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?  26You shall take up Sakkuth your king, and Kaiwan 
your star-god, your images, which you made for yourselves; 27therefore I will take you into exile 
beyond Damascus, says the LORD, whose name is the God of hosts. 
  

Amos 7:1-3, 7-10 
This is what the Lord GOD showed me: he was forming locusts at the time the latter growth 
began to sprout (it was the latter growth after the king’s mowings).  2When they had finished 
eating the grass of the land, I said, “O Lord GOD, forgive, I beg you!  How can Jacob stand?  He 
is so small!”  3The LORD relented concerning this; “It shall not be,” said the LORD.  
  

7This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a 
plumb line in his hand.  8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?”  And I said, “A 
plumb line.”  Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; 
I will never again pass them by; 9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the 
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the 
sword.” 

 

10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has 
conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his 
words.’’    
 

Reflection on the Word and Life:    
“Ambiguous Entrapment: Preaching Goes to Meddling” 

First in a series on the Minor Prophets  
  
*Hymn 342           Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor                        RHUDDLAN 
  
Affirmation of Faith  (excerpt from The Brief Statement of Faith) 

In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to 
witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church 
and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for 
justice, freedom, and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to 
serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

  
Offertory               Improvisation No. 4            Camille Saint-Saëns 

You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at  
www.fpcboise.org/donate or by mailing cash or check to the church office.  

  



*Doxology                                OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.  
 

Prayers of the Community & Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever.  Amen. 

  
*Hymn 463         How Firm a Foundation                    FOUNDATION 
  
*Charge and Benediction   
  
Choral Response                           Go Live As People of God                        Richard Shephard 

  

Go live as people of God, in the name of Jesus,  
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, AMEN.  

  

Postlude                                           Toccata in B Minor                       Eugène Gigout 
   
 

Leading Worship 
  Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla   Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
  Luann Fife, Pianist              FPC Chancel Choir 
                     Kristin Olson, Liturgist 

 
  

Today’s Chancel flowers are given by the Deacons to the Glory of God  
  
 

Music Note 
  
Today’s organ music comes from three contemporaries of the French Romantic era.  Having 
studied at the Paris Conservatoire, Jules Massenet (1842-1912) is best know as a composer of 
oratorios, ballets, orchestral works, and operas.  His opera Thaïs, a lyric comedy, was moderately 
successful when it premiered in 1894.  The opera starred American soprano Sibyl Sanderson, who 
played the title role of Thaïs, an Alexandrian courtesan in Egypt during the rule of the Roman 
Empire.  “Meditation” is a beautiful intermezzo that takes place at the conclusion of Act 2, Scene 1 
while Thaïs is considering a conversion to Christianity.  Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921) was a 
child prodigy who made his concert debut at the age of ten.  He had an illustrious career as a 
composer, church organist, and concert pianist.  Although he only taught for five years at the École 
de Musique Classique et Religieuse in Paris, he had a profound impact on the development of 



French music.  His students revered him as a genius and included composers such as Gabriel 
Fauré, Maurice Ravel, and Eugène Gigout.  Gigout (1844-1925) was a composer and organist at the 
Saint-Augustin Church in Paris, a post he held for 62 years.  His Toccata in B Minor is one of his 
best-known works and is a frequent encore at organ recitals.    
  

Upcoming Events (FPC Sanctuary) 
Saturday, February 5 at 7:00 p.m. — BSU Meistersingers present The Sacred Cantatas of       J. S. 
Bach under the direction of Dr. Jeffrey Seppala and Dr. Michael Porter.  FREE Admission 
 
Sunday, February 6 at 4:00 p.m. — Organ Evensong with Ryan Dye and Andrew Kukla 
 
Saturday, February 26 at 7:30 p.m. — Critical Mass Vocal Artists present J. S. Bach’s Mass in B 
minor BWV 232 with the Boise Baroque Orchestra 
 
Sunday. March 6 at 3:00 p.m. — Stars of Steinway with South Korean concert pianist Yoonie 
Han.  Yoonie is a graduate of the Curtis Institute of Music, Julliard School, and Stony Brook 
University 
  
 


