
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Boise 
  

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
January 1, 2023 ● 10:45 a.m. 

——————————————————————————————————————- 
Bold-faced type are words the congregation speaks together.   

The * invites you to stand in body or spirit.  
  

GATHERING 
  
PRELUDE            In the Bleak Midwinter                            arr. Robert Schmidt 
  
WELCOME            This is the day the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
    

CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Isaiah 60) 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
With radiant eyes and rejoicing hearts, we respond to God in praise.  
All are welcomed to the brightness of God’s dawn. 
With our gifts, with our selves, with room in our hearts for all—we worship the Lord.  
  

*HYMN 150              As with Gladness Men of Old                            DIX 
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of justice, we confess that our actions are evil  whenever we remain passive while 
others are oppressed; whenever we guard our own prosperity at the expense of those who 
are poor; or when we ignore the cries of those in need of help.  Disturb our  
settledness and gently guide us to your way.  Fill us with mercy, we pray, and  
strengthen our faithfulness to you and to all who are precious in your sight.  O Lord, 
have mercy on us...  [Silent prayer, followed by:]   Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, 
that we may boldly live your grace and love; through  Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen. 
  

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE / PASSING THE PEACE  
  

HEARING THE WORD 
  
TIME FOR CHILDREN / CHILDREN’S CHAPEL  

  
We invite children to come forward for a moment in worship designed for them.  Following that, they may go to  
Children’s Chapel and return to the worship service during the hymn following the sermon. 
  

  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

O God of wonder, as that ancient star rose and guided the magi, illuminating the place 
where Jesus was, so now may the light of your Holy Spirit shine in our hearts and  minds 



as the Word is read and proclaimed.  Guide us again to Christ, and direct us in new paths 
of faithfulness.  In Christ we pray.  Amen.  
  

FIRST LESSON:  PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 
1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son.  2May he judge your 
people with righteousness, and your poor with justice.  3May the mountains yield prosperity for 
the people, and the hills, in righteousness.  4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.  5May he live while the sun endures, and 
as long as the moon, throughout all generations.  6May he be like rain that falls on the mown 
grass, like showers that water the earth.  7In his days may righteousness flourish and peace 
abound, until the moon is no more. 
  
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, may the kings of Sheba and Seba 
bring gifts.  11May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service.  12For he delivers 
the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper.  13He has pity on the weak and 
the needy, and saves the lives of the needy.  14From oppression and violence he redeems their 
life; and precious is their blood in his sight. 

SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 3:1-12 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for 
surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and 
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a 
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ.  5In 
former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed 
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  7Of 
this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by 
the working of his power.  8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to 
me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone 
see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that 
through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.  11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness 
and confidence through faith in him.  

  
REFLECTION ON THE WORD AND LIFE:      
  

“A Prelude to Revelation” 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

  
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (excerpt from The Westminster Confession of Faith) 

It pleased God, in eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the Lord Jesus, God’s only  
begotten Son, to be the Mediator between God and humanity, the prophet, priest, and 
king; the head and Savior of God’s Church, the heir of all things, and judge of the world; 
unto whom God did, from all eternity, give a people to be his seed, and to be by him in 
time redeemed, called, justified, sanctified, and glorified. 



  
The Son of God, the second Person in the Trinity, being very and eternal God, of one 
substance, and equal with the Father, did, when the fullness of time was come, take  
upon him human nature, with all the essential properties and common infirmities  
thereof; yet without sin.  Which person is very God and very man, yet one Christ, the  
only Mediator between God and man. 

  
OFFERTORY                   Infant Holy             arr. Robert Schmidt 
   

Scan this code using the camera on your smartphone and follow the instructions 
to make a secure donation to our ministries at fpcboise.org/donate, OR you can  
mail cash or check to the church office. Thank you for your support! 

  
*DOXOLOGY                                                                               OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
  
     INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
  
     COMMUNION PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER (traditional) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  
     WORDS OF INSTITUTION / SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
  
     PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  
SENDING 

  
*HYMN 152                    What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright      PUER NOBIS NASCITUR 
  
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
  
POSTLUDE      I Saw Three Ships     arr. Richard Elliott  

  
  
 
 
 



LEADING WORSHIP 
  

Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla, Pastor  
Robert Schmidt, Guest Organist 

Judy Austin, Liturgist 
  
  

UPCOMING EVENTS AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  
Sunday, January 8 - Ordination and Installation of Elders and Deacons 
 Elders, Class of 2025       Deacons, Class of 2025 
 Robert Atnip         Chris Betlock 
 Tom Perkins          Morgan Heiser  
 Clint Wachi          April Miech 
 Mary Wylie          Steve Miech 
  
Sunday, January 8 - Sunday Funday (every 2nd and 4th Sunday)    Intergenerational children’s 
event after 10:45 worship with lunch, bible study, and recreation.  
  
Wednesday, January 11 - Regular Wednesday evening activities resume 

5:30 p.m. - Adult Bible Study (online or in-person) will start a 6-week  
 study of Revelation. 
6:30 p.m. - Chancel Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
6:45 p.m. - Youth Group (5th floor) 
6:45 p.m. - Tree of Life Women’s Group (Conference Room) 

  
Thursday, January 12, at 7:30 p.m. - Treasure Valley String Quartet presents a FREE recital 
led by violinist and Boise native Nicole Oswald.  Nicole is a graduate of the  
Eastman School of Music and currently plays with the Virginia Symphony Orchestra.  
  
Sunday, January 15, at 4:00 p.m. - Organ Evensong with Ryan Dye and Andrew Kukla.  Enjoy 
a contemplative program of music and the spoken word.     
  
  

950 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702 
208.345.3441 ●  fpcboise.org 

youtube.com/fpcboise facebook.com/fpcboise 
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