
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

November 28, 2021—10:45 a.m. 
  

Bold-faced type are words the congregation speaks together.   
The * invites you to stand in body or spirit.  

  
 
Prelude                               From Heaven Above to Earth I Come               Johann Pachelbel 
  
Welcome                This is the day the Lord has made. 

          Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
  
Introit                                    Arise, the Kingdom Is At Hand                             Christopher Tye 

  

   Arise, the kingdom is at hand, the King is drawing nigh:     
   O come with joy, thou faithful band, to meet the Lord most high!    
   Look up, ye souls weighed down with care, the Sov’reign is not far:    
   Look up, faint hears, from your despair, behold the Morning Star! 
       
Call to Worship (adapted from Hymn 79) 

How shall we know the day of the Lord is near? 
The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs; The hills and 
mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, as all the world in wonder echoes shalom.  
Let us train our eyes to see, our voice to sing, our hearts to love, and let hope bloom in 
our weary world. 
  

*Hymn 104                             O Lord, How Shall I Meet You          VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 
  
Prayer of Confession (spoken together and silent)  

Lord of light and life, we are beckoned by angels among the faithfulness of shepherds to 
a long-awaited birth.  But we are slow of foot and weak of eye and hard of heart.  We are 
weary, Lord, and our imagination struggles to convince us that there will be anything 
worth seeing here.  We allow darkness to overcome light, are calloused to the misery and 
violence, and doubt we can truly change any of these inevitabilities.  Our jaded hearts 
have no room for wonder, mystery, or anything new under the sun.  We are invited but 
not likely to attend.  Break into our world once more, crack open our hearts, and let hope 
bloom in our world that desperately needs it.  O Lord, have mercy on us… [Silent prayer, 
followed by:]   Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we may boldly live your grace 
and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen. 
 

Assurance of God’s Grace  
 
 



 
Anthem                               Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding                    Ian Higginson  
           

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding. “Christ is nigh,” it seems to say: 
“Cast away the works of darkness, O ye children of the day.” 

  
Wakened by the solemn warning, let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, our Sun, all fear dispelling, shines upon the morning skies.  
  

Lo! The Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heav’n;  
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, one and all to be forgiven. 

  
So when next he comes in glory, and the world is wrapped in fear, 

May he with his mercy shield us, and with words of love draw near. 
  

Honor, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son, 
With the everlasting Spirit, while unending ages run. Amen. 

  
Prayer for Illumination 

Lord, may your word be a light upon our path and foundation for our lives that fosters 
hope, imagination, and love.  May we hear the provocations of your Spirit, and may our 
hearts quicken our feet to attend the dawning of your Word in the world.  Amen.   
  

Listen to the Word 
Luke 21:25-36 
  25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear 
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great  
glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees;  30as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near.  31So also, when 
you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, 
this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it 
will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that 
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand  
before the Son of Man.” 
 
 
 
 



2 Samuel 12:1-9 
And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, “There were two 

men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man had very many flocks and 
herds; 3but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He brought 
it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and drink 
from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 4Now there came a traveler 
to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the 
wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the 
guest who had come to him.” 5Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said 
to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; 6he shall restore the 
lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.”  
  7Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8I gave you your master’s 
house, and your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; 
and if that had been too little, I would have added as much more. 9Why have you despised the 
word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with 
the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the 
Ammonites. 

  
Reflection on the Word and Life:      “When Eyes Begin to See” 

First in an Advent  Series, “Hope Dawns in a Weary World”  
  
*Hymn 86               The People Who Walked in Darkness                   ISAIAH 9  
  
*Affirmation of Faith  (The Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
  

Offertory                               From Heaven Above to Earth I Come        Friedrich Zachau 

  

You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at  
www.fpcboise.org/donate, by mailing cash or check to the church office, or by using t  

he donation box in the narthex on your way out from worship today.  
 
*Doxology                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.  

  



Prayers of the Community & Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  
*Hymn 79                      Light Dawns on a Weary World                        TEMPLE OF PEACE   
  
*Charge and Benediction   
  
Choral Response                 A Carol                                    Roland E. Martin 

  

Once for a shining hour, heav’n touched earth, 
Hope was born anew, and peace reigned in the world. 

    

Postlude                                    Toccata in E Minor                          Johann Pachelbel 
            
 

Leading Worship 
Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla  Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 

Luann Fife, Pianist        Dena Duncan, Liturgist 
FPC Chancel Choir 

  
  

Upcoming Events (FPC Sanctuary) 
 

Sunday, December 5 at 10:45 a.m.— Advent Lessons & Carols worship service 
  
Sunday, December 5 at 7:30 p.m. — Boise State Winter Choral Concert under the direction of 

Dr. Michael Porter. $7 for adults, $5 for seniors. Children and students FREE. 
  
Sunday, December 12 at 4 p.m. — Organ Evensong with Ryan Dye, Luann Fife, Heather Dye, 

and Andrew Kukla 
  
Friday, December 24 — Christmas Eve Services:  
 5 p.m. Family Service 
 8 p.m. Lessons & Carols led by the Chancel Choir 
 11 p.m. Communion by Candlelight 
  
 


