
Welcome to FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
January 16, 2022—10:45 a.m. 

  
Prelude                         Swing Low, Sweet Chariot                   arr. Robert J. Hughes 
  
Welcome        This is the day the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
  

Introit                   O Come Let Us Worship               Richard Shephard 

  

O come, let us worship and bow down, 
Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

For this is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture, 
and the sheep of God’s hand.                   

    
Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 148) 

Praise the Lord!   Praise God in the heavens. 
Praise the Lord from the earth! 
Young and old alike, men and women together. 
Let us then worship the Lord our God with thanks and praise.  
  

*Hymn 757             Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples                         KINGSFOLD 
  
Prayer of Confession (spoken together and silent)  

God of wonder, you surround us with signs of your glory and  
surprise us with your presence, yet we often miss the marvels you place before us. 
Forgive our dullness and make us alert to the ways you make yourself known, that we 
might be witnesses to your good news and proclaim your extravagant love; O Lord, have 
mercy on us...     [Silent prayer, followed by:]  Forgive us, O God, and move us to trust, that we 
may boldly live your grace and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen. 

  
Assurance of God’s Grace / Passing the Peace 
  
Anthem                Total Praise               Richard Smallwood 
  

Lord, I will lift mine eyes to the hills,Knowing my help is coming from You. 
Your peace, You give me in time of the storm. 

You are the source of my strength, You are the strength of my life, 
I lift my hands in total praise to You. 

  
Prayer for Illumination 

Glorious God, when Jesus was baptized for your healing mission the heavens opened in a 
flash of glory as vision and voice blazed upon the waters. May your Spirit so burn in us 
that we hear your word translated into deed and follow Jesus in paths of justice,  
right relationship, and peace. Amen. 

  



Listen to the Word 
Colossians 3:12-16 
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against 
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above 
all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let 
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be  
thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 
  
Luke 2:41–52 
41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and 
they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know 
it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started 
to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 
mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 
searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he said to 
them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His 
mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and 
in divine and human favor.  
  

Reflection on the Word and Life:                                                       “The Heart of Discipleship” 
  
*Hymn 729               Lord, I Want to Be a Christian                 BE A CHRISTIAN 
  
Affirmation of Faith  (excerpt from The Brief Statement of Faith) 

In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to 
witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church 
and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for 
justice, freedom, and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to 
serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

  
Offertory                          Steal Away                   Traditional Spiritual                 
  
 

You can make an online donation to the mission and ministry of FPC Boise at  
www.fpcboise.org/donate or by mailing cash or check to the church office.  

  
 



*Doxology                                  OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done;  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen.  

  
Prayers of the Community & Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

  
*Hymn 339       Lift Every Voice and Sing              LIFT EVERY VOICE 
  
*Charge and Benediction   
  
  
Choral Response                 Go Live As People of God                  Richard Shephard 

  

Go live as people of God, in the name of Jesus,  
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, AMEN.  

  

Postlude                                   Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel?          Carleton Inniss 
   
  

Leading Worship 
   Rev. Dr. Andrew Kukla   Ryan Dye, Minister of Music 
   Luann Fife, Pianist                FPC Chancel Choir 
                               Heather Dye, Liturgist 

  
Today’s Chancel flowers are given by the Deacons to the Glory of God  

  
Music Note 

  
On this Sunday closest to Martin Luther King Jr./Idaho Human Rights Day, we conclude our 
service with the hymn, Lift Every Voice and Sing. 
   
This is not a soft hymn; it can even sound like a march, and it’s been performed over the years by 
everything from children in classrooms to Beyonce to the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. Last year the 
NFL announced that it would be played throughout the football season. The reason we’re singing it 
today is that over time the hymn began to be called the “Black national anthem” because the 
NAACP – which in 1919 declared this hymn its official song – described it as a cry for liberation 
and affirmation for African-American people. 
  
The hymn began life in 1899 as a poem written by James Weldon Johnson in honor of the 91st 
anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s birthday. It was later set to music by his brother, J. Rosamond 



Johnson. The melody uses a technique called “word painting,” where the music in some way 
matches what’s being sung. For example, when the phrase “Lift every voice and sing” is used, the 
melody goes up. When the words speak of a dark past, the melody is in a minor key. When we sing 
of facing the rising sun, the melody also rises. 
  
In 2018, NPR’s Morning Edition show analyzed “Lift Every Voice and Sing.” It described the first 
verse as being one of optimism and praise. The second reminds us not to forget the suffering and 
obstacles of the past. And the third looks to the future and to the challenges that we must meet 
with courage, faith, and a trust in God. 
  
This is a beautiful, intricate hymn with deep layers of history, thought, and musicality. It’s certainly 
fitting that it is one of our hymn selections for today. 
  
- contributed by Lindy High 
  
  
 

Mission Update 
Scott and Elmarie Parker  -  International Humanitarians 

 
For the past eight years, the Parkers have served in Beirut, 

Lebanon. First Presbyterian Church through the Mission Committee 
is proud to contribute financial support of $3,000 as they continue to 
serve the people of Lebanon. 

We are all aware of the multiple catastrophes faced in Lebanon 
the past two years – continued political crisis, economic collapse, the 
COVID 19 pandemic and the Beirut Port Blast. The Parkers’ Fall 
2021 letter identifies over 60 % of the population lives below the 

poverty line. Families have only a few hours of daily generator power and little or no electricity 
from the power grid. The value of the Lebanese currency, the Lira, has sunk to 20,000 per US 
dollar as compared to 1,500 two years ago. There is also a rise in domestic violence as families lose 
hope and struggle to cope. 

Despite these issues, the Parkers continue to work with children through the Strong Kids 
program. After a year of COVID lockdowns, gas shortages and numerous protests, the Middle 
East Council of Churches was able to start up the program again. 

This program works to help children develop trauma resiliency. Using therapeutic techniques 
children learn not to be ashamed about their trauma and learn coping skills that improve their 
resiliency to their traumatic experiences. The Parkers report the Strong Kids students are finding 
skills that enable them to thrive despite the everyday chaos surrounding them. The children are 
then able to teach these skills to their siblings.  
More information about the Parkers and other mission work is available via Presbyterian World 
Mission on the PCUSA.org website. 


